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Summary:  To encourage enrollment and retention of Native American students in NASA related fields, 
Navajo Technical University (NTU) proposes to develop a Robotics Academy in partnership with the 
newly established Bond Wilson Center for Technologies. This new Center provides high school students 
from Reservation areas advanced classes in aerospace manufacturing, unmanned aircraft systems, 
conceptual design and planning, and employee skills development. The NTU Robotics Academy will 
provide students a stimulating environment to unleash their curiosity and creativity in IT and STEM. We 
will partner with SIPI, training faculty and interns at their year-round robotics center to leverage existing 
NASA projects. 97% of the students attending NTU are Native American and we have proven ourselves a 
leader in recruitment and retention through exciting outreach opportunities that draw students into our 
programs. We will develop an experiential learning robotics syllabus that is sensitive to traditional Navajo 
Ways of Knowing and is transportable to other tribal serving institutions 


